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Public Health Physician 
 

Roy Scragg, AM, OBE, MB BS, MD, DUniv(hc) (Adelaide); 

DTM&H, MPH (Sydney); FRACMA, FPHAA is a public 

health physician. This title is inadequate however, as his 

calling was to Medicine in general, and Roy became in equal 

proportion a clinician, an epidemiologist, an administrator 

and an academic. 

Roy was born in 1924 in New Zealand, the middle child 

of three, to the highly regarded Seventh-day Adventist pastor 

Walter M R Scragg (1890-1985) and Daisy I Quodrill (1892- 

1960). Walter was a South Australian and Daisy a Tasmanian 

and in 1929 the family returned to Australia to manage the 

family farm at Scott Creek in the Adelaide Hills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Roy Scragg giving a talk at the Rotary 

Club of Adelaide in 2015 

As his father was later posted to different parts of Australia, Roy attended high school in Perth 

and Hobart and in 1941 studied first year science at the University of Tasmania in preparation to 

fulfilling his early childhood ambition to become a doctor. As there was no Faculty of Medicine in 

Tasmania, in 1942 the family moved to Adelaide where Roy became a second year medical student 

at the University of Adelaide. Normally a six year course, it had been reduced to five years because 

of the war, then increased by one term when hostilities ceased. In early 1945 Roy developed 

tuberculosis and after four months of sick leave and a successful recovery, became an RMO for 

three months while still a final year student. When the war ended in September he rejoined his final 

year colleagues and graduated MB BS in May 1946. 

Subsequently, Roy’s life and career became closely associated with New Guinea. 

 

 

DR SCRAGG OF TPNG 

 
The names for the eastern half of the island of New Guinea and its adjoining islands are confusing. 

After World War II, having been formed from the pre-war Territory of New Guinea in the north and 

Papua in the south, it was under Australian administration as Papua - New Guinea (PNG), then 

from 1949 as the Territory of Papua and New Guinea (TPNG) and from 1971 as Papua New 

Guinea (PNG). Colloquially, the term ‘New Guinea’ is often used to refer to PNG. In ‘Colonial’ 

times the term ‘The Territory’ was also used. 

The most widely spoken language was and still is Tok Pisin (Pidgin). 
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Public Health Department 

 
First Posting 

After finishing his hospital residency and having considered other options (he was interviewed 

by J B Cleland and N B Tindale for a posting to Arnhem Land) Roy became a Medical Officer in 

the Public Health Department (PHD) of PNG and took up his duties in August 1947. His arrival 

increased the total number of government and mission doctors to thirteen, though there was also a 

doctor for the Australian Navy and two at the gold mining towns of Wau and Bulolo. These 13 (half 

the pre-war number) provided a skeletal service to the 1.5 million inhabitants. PHD was essentially 

a curative service limited mainly to the 15 widely spread district offices, a scattering of subdistrict 

offices and some patrol posts; preventive care applied only to Europeans. 

John (later Sir John) Thomson Gunther (1910-1984) said to be “easily the strongest single 

driving force in the Administration of TPNG”, could be described as Roy’s mentor. Gunther had 

only been appointed Director of PHD the previous year and was preparing his plan for medical 

services in New Guinea “to bring health to all the inhabitants of the Territory, be they native, 

Asiatic or European”. To achieve this he made the controversial decision to utilise doctors amongst 

the eastern European displaced persons (DPs) who had migrated to Australia in the late 1940s. 

These doctors had various backgrounds, sometimes indeterminate, and could not be registered in 

Australia without complying with the strict conditions set by State medical regulations. However, 

the PNG medical ordinance allowed the registration of medical graduates from any university in the 

world. Over fifty doctors eventually took up the offer in spite of the disadvantages of life in the 

tropics, and by the end of 1950 PHD had 57 medical officers on its books. It was a time of change 

for the health services of New Guinea such as would not be seen again until the preparatory years 

before ‘Independence’ twenty-five years later. Roy was involved in both of these transformations. 

Roy’s initial appointment was for 21 months plus three months leave. This involved working as 

the only doctor caring for the patients in European and native hospitals; in the latter, patients were 

directly cared for by medical assistants. He also visited subdistrict hospitals, nearby villages and 

handled all emergencies. For the first eight months he was at Lae (on the mainland) and then at 

Sohano (Buka Island) from where he relieved twice in Rabaul (New Britain). 

At Sohano in November 1948 he began a demographic study of the morbidity and mortality of 

the Buka coastal village of Lemankoa and inland hamlets of the Solos tribe. This grew into a 

longitudinal study necessitating repeated visits and meticulous record keeping by Roy until 1987, 

long after he had left New Guinea. 
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The selection of these villages was serendipitous, as Roy discovered that the local Catholic 

priests had maintained records of all births, deaths and marriages there for 50 years (and detailed 

ones for 30). These Sacred Registers were wrapped in banana leaves and hidden in coral caves 

during the Japanese occupation. Roy utilised these records to provide a benchmark for comparison 

with other populations, and to prepare height and dental formulas for age tables to assist in 

determining the age of children who did not have a record of their birth date. The study would 

eventually provide a history of fertility and mortality and measure the impact of the health services 

over more than sixty years. 

In 1983 Roy’s collation of this 

research, titled ‘Lemankoa 1920-1980, 

a study of the effects of health care 

interventions on the people of a pre- 

industrial village in North Solomons 

Province, Papua New Guinea’ became 

his third seminal paper (after his 1955 

MD thesis and the 1977 historical 

epidemiology paper described below) 

and would result in Roy obtaining an 

MPH degree (Master in Public Health) 

from the University of Sydney in 1985. 

Significantly, the expectation of life 

at birth increased from 32 years to 52 

years over the last three decades of the 

study and figures taken in 1990 showed 

a threefold population increase. 

Roy Scragg in New Guinea 

Roy supplied this photo and wrote: ‘From the amount of hair this 

was taken in Lemankoa village in November 1948. I am entering 

demographic detail in a book, not on cards as I used in New Ireland 

from 1950. The village census book is open under my left hand.’ 

 

Second Posting 

In 1949 Roy used his full leave entitlement, plus study leave, plus leave-without-pay by working 

at the Royal Adelaide Hospital (RAH), marrying Joy Hann, and obtaining a DTM&H (Diploma of 

Tropical Medicine and Hygiene) at the University of Sydney. 

In 1950, Roy and Joy, with a baby in arms, thought they were going to Rabaul when the Sydney 

course finished that September. However, anthropologist E W P Chinnery (1887-1972) had 

repeated his 1929 demographic study and reported a continuing severe decline in population of the 

east coast of the District of New Ireland. Consequently, John Gunther posted Roy to the capital of 
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New Ireland, Kavieng, to investigate reasons for this decline as well as to fulfil the usual duties of a 

District Medical Officer. 

Roy now began his seminal demographic and gynaecological studies into the depopulation of 

the district, concentrating on the Tabar Islands east of Kavieng and using his Buka Island 

demography as a control population. Serendipitously, Gunther had initiated a determined campaign 

to give the recently released penicillin-in-oil injections, plus other medications to all the inhabitants 

of these islands hoping to reverse the decline in population. The penicillin, given in early 1950, 

eradicated gonorrhoea, a known cause of infertility. Hence, Roy had a disease-free population of 

girls reaching childbearing age after 1950 to compare to the infertile women that he was 

investigating. The latter (and their husbands) were very willing subjects of any investigation, having 

previously experienced the effectiveness of Western Medicine in the treatment of the disfiguring 

disease yaws with the organic arsenical NAB. 

Serendipitously again, PHD had purchased X-ray units from the Commonwealth Disposals (war 

surplus) Commission and one of these was installed in the newly built Kavieng hospital. Using the 

recently devised Hudgins cervical cannula, he undertook hysterosalpingography and found that the 

fallopian tubes were blocked in 53 of the 74 childless women studied. Roy’s hypothesis that 

gonorrhoeal salpingitis was the cause of the decline in population led to the presentation of his 

thesis ‘Depopulation in New Ireland, a Study of Demography and Fertility’ to the University of 

Adelaide in 1955 and being awarded an MD. Consequently, he would become recognised as an 

epidemiologist with a world-wide reputation that remains to this day. 

A later 1973 analysis of the fertility of the abovementioned Buka and New Ireland populations, 

presented by Roy in a paper with sociologist Anne Ring, showed normal levels of fertility in the 

cohorts of Tabar women who were pre-pubertal in 1950 with fertility rates exceeding those of their 

Buka contemporaries. This report confirmed that the prime cause of infertility in the Pacific and the 

Americas after the appearance of Europeans was gonorrhoeal fallopian tube occlusion; previously 

the most widely accepted hypothesis had been ‘culture contact’. 

In 1975, the World Health Organisation (WHO) stated: ‘The most complete epidemiological 

study on the prevalence of infertility, pregnancy wastage, and child loss is that by Scragg on New 

Ireland in the West Pacific. This study of several villages combined a demographic survey and 

clinical diagnostic studies on defined groups of women.’ 

 
Departmental Director 

By 1956 Roy had worked in TPNG for nine years (including three years without leave), which 

was considered a long time by Territory standards. Moreover, he now had two children due to start 
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school and his wife was about to give birth to another. Perhaps it was time to go pinis (leave 

permanently). Hence, land was bought in Adelaide and architectural plans were drawn up for a 

house and surgery. 

However, Roy had been recognised by John Gunther as having outstanding organisational 

abilities; some called him a Strategist (see Wikipedia). Moreover, Roy was devoted to Medicine and 

a tireless worker – when on leave in Australia he would update his clinical skills by attending 

clinics at the RAH and undertaking locums. Roy’s interests within his profession were so far- 

ranging that he had limited time for other matters. His wife recalls that the only time that he was not 

working was when they were on overseas trips. 

Consequently, Gunther flew to Adelaide, convinced Roy to return to TPNG and in 1957 the 

thirty-three-year-old became Director of PHD to the chagrin of officers of greater seniority. Gunther 

himself was promoted to Assistant Administrator of the Territory. 

As Director of PHD, Roy was familiar with every part of this extensive nation. Although the 

total land area of PNG is half a million square kilometres, its economic zone, because of its outlying 

islands, is five times that. It is divided into 22 Provinces (before Independence it was 15 Districts) 

and Roy, based in Port Moresby, regularly visited them all. Most of his travel was by air, but some 

was by boat and on foot. He however did not climb PNG’s highest mountain, Mt Wilhelm, or walk 

the full Kokoda Track, and unlike the majority of his PNG medical contemporaries he did not learn 

to play golf. Roy did not need physical challenges – intellectual ones sufficed. 

In line with Gunther’s initial plan, PHD in 1950 had three distinct divisions: Medical Services, 

Preventive Medicine and Medical Training. By 1966 the department had expanded during the 

ensuing six years under John Gunther and nine under Roy Scragg, adding divisions of Medical 

Research; Infant, Child and Maternal Health; Mental Health; and Administration. In that year the 

national census recorded 2,150,313 persons served by 121 doctors within these seven divisions. 

There were also 25 missionary doctors working in rural centres outside of PHD and 15 private 

medical practitioners in the main centres. 

 
Later years of Directorship and the Faculty of Medicine at UPNG 

Roy remained Director until 1970, supervising the expansion of medical care and promoting 

research and prevention. For many years, along with the doctors and medical students of the Papuan 

Medical College, he endeavoured to have the Department of Territories agree to a Faculty of 

Medicine within the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG, established in 1966 with the 

foundation Vice-Chancellor being John Gunther). The Department’s position was that the cost of 

university medical graduates was beyond the future financial resources of the country and national 
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(native) doctors would remain assistant medical practitioners (on the Fiji pattern) graduating from 

the Papuan Medical College. However, in late 1969 Canberra delegated this financial decision to 

the PNG Executive Council which had a majority of national members. The outcome was obvious, 

and the University was immediately invited to submit detailed plans for the establishment of a 

Faculty of Medicine and four foundation professorships were advertised. Roy was appointed 

Professor of Social and Preventive Medicine and held the position for four years; thus spending a 

total of 27 years in PNG (1947-1974). 

In 1971 Roy was appointed OBE (Officer of the Order of the British Empire) for public services 

in Papua New Guinea. 

In 1969 population records from four mainland New Guinea villages were discovered, having 

been kept by Catholic missionaries in Woitape, Mekeo and Yule Island in the Central District of 

Papua, and Aitape on the Sepik coast since the late 19th century. Roy, now working from the UPNG 

School of Medicine, began new demographic research on these villages. The resulting (and his 

second) seminal paper ‘Historical Epidemiology in Papua New Guinea’, reviewed the demography 

of PNG since European settlement from the perspective of this study and was published in 1977. 

Over Roy’s 27 years in PNG the population doubled to three million and in 2020 is almost nine 

million, fostered in part by improved health services. Life expectancy increased by at least 20 years 

and disease no longer strangled the continuity of the education process, facilitating TPNG becoming 

an independent nation in 1975. 

In 2007 Roy wrote: ‘In my 27 years in PNG there was a massive Australian investment in the 

widespread provision of health services and the education of children through to matriculation. 

These were linked to provide a national health service that brought to the country the benefits of the 

great medical advances of the time. My contribution was matched by many of the multitude who 

worked with me to bring about this metamorphosis.’ 

 

Academia 

 
Whilst posted to Port Moresby as relieving Assistant Director in 1955, Roy became the founding 

editor of the PNG Medical Journal. Later, as Director he actively participated in the creation of a 

health science educational complex, by applying an understanding of the development of colonial 

health services in India, Africa and southern USA gained during his 1960 WHO Fellowship. 

In the same manner as John Gunther had triggered Roy’s New Ireland research and that of S F 

(Terry) McCullagh into iodine deficiency, Roy established an epidemiological culture within PHD 

that facilitated research into the health problems of the country. The investigations of neonatal 

cretinism, 
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kuru, enteritis necroticans, neonatal tetanus, pneumococcal vaccine and community infertility were 

key studies with worldwide relevance. This culture bloomed with the establishment in 1968 of the 

PNG Institute of Human Biology (Roy was a Council Member from 1968 to 1970) and the eventual 

founding of the PNG Institute of Medical Research. 

Roy was integral to the continuation of the long term relationship between the University of 

Adelaide and New Guinea which had started in 1918 with Sir Raphael Cilento (1893-1985). Roy’s 

doctorate studies encouraged other graduates to seek their future in PNG. He arranged funds 

enabling Adelaide medical graduates to undertake and participate in PNG medical research, so that 

Professor Norrie Robson could send these doctors to participate in investigation of kuru with 

Vincent Zigas and Carlton Gajdusek which led eventually to the discovery of the prion. Similarly, 

Professor Basil Hetzel and his team extended the iodine studies of McCullagh, leading to the 

validation of the existence of preventable cretinism in the neonatal child. Adelaide graduates 

Anthony Radford, Timothy Murrell, Robert Douglas and Michael Alpers participated in these 

decisive programs. 

Later, in the 1970s, the diaspora linked to Independence resulted in doctors who had worked in 

PNG as students or graduates filling the majority of the professorial positions available in Australia 

and New Zealand in Population Health, General Practice and Epidemiology. 

Roy’s list of publications is lengthy (his three seminal papers have been named above) with 

contributions to several books and numerous scientific papers. He is often quoted in the literature. 

As well as being a Fellow of the Royal Australian College of Medical Administrators and the Public 

Health Association of Australia, Roy is a Life Member of the Australasian Epidemiology 

Association, a Founding Member of the Australian and New Zealand Society of the History of 

Medicine and a Member of the Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of 

Science. 

Apart from the above-mentioned activities, whilst in New Guinea, Roy was a member of the 

following bodies: 

Research Council, South Pacific Commission 1955-1970 

Medical Board TPNG (Chairman) 1957-1970 

Interim Council Administrative College PNG 1961-1969 

National Health and Medical Research Council, Australia 1960-1970 

In 2014 Roy was honoured by the University of Adelaide with a DUniv(hc) degree (Doctor of 

the University honoris causa) for the merit of his personal research and his facilitation of the 

involvement of the University in PNG research. 
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In 2015, at the age of 91, he was the Guest of Honour at the University of Cambridge; the 

conference being titled ‘Sex, Disease and Fertility in History’. His after-dinner speech describing 

his seminal studies on infertility in PNG comprises Chapter 7 of The Hidden Affliction, the book 

reporting the conference. 

In 2021 Roy was awarded an AM (Member of the Order of Australia) for significant service to 

medicine, to epidemiology, and to professional medical associations. 

 

Politics 

 
In Medicine there is invariably an element of politics. Roy came to understand this when he served 

ex officio as a member of the TPNG Executive Council from 1957 to 1968 and over the same years 

as a Member of the Legislative Council which metamorphosed into the House of Assembly. Within 

the Parliament he was an appointed member of their Constitutional Committees. He was fluent in 

Pidgin and this helped substantially in ensuring that the services being provided and the answer to 

the health problems of the country were clearly understood by the increasing number of national 

representatives. 

 

Marriage 

 
Roy Scragg and Elsie Joy Hann (b. 1926) became 

engaged in April 1948 and were wed the following 

year. 

Joy was a registered nurse and the daughter of 

Victor S G Hann (1899-1977) and Nora P Farnham 

(1903-1997) of Adelaide. Joy and Roy were married 

by Roy’s father at the Methodist church in the 

suburb of Campbelltown in September 1949. At that 

time Joy was working as a nurse and Roy (on leave 

from PNG) as a medical registrar at the RAH. They 

resumed their duties after a four-day honeymoon. 

In late 1950, 23 year-old Joy, with husband and 

baby, flew north to Cooktown and on to Port 

Moresby on a DC-3 and then by cargo plane to 

Rabaul and finally to Kavieng. 

Joy and Roy at their wedding in 1949 
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In those days this was a small settlement which had been almost totally destroyed during the war 

and had a population of barely two dozen Europeans and some sixty Chinese (the natives living in 

nearby villages). Joy’s second baby would be born there with Roy delivering his own son. 

Regular moves followed, but Joy now looks back on her 25 years in the Territory with great 

fondness, enjoying life sufficiently to support her husband in their agreement to return to TPNG 

after 1956. 

By 1957, with Roy being the Director of PHD, the family was settled in Port Moresby and social 

life would often involve tennis with Joy being a skilled player. She recalls Roy playing as well, but 

the most pleasant memories of her husband’s activities outside of his work was him learning to sail 

and then building two sailing boats for his family. 

Joy and Roy would eventually have five children. The eldest, Robert, followed in his father’s 

footsteps, graduating in Medicine and becoming a well-known academic in the field of Public 

Health. 

Joy was a keen gardener and with the children in boarding school in Australia, became deeply 

involved in community work. A long-time member of the PNG YWCA, she was instrumental in 

raising money for and organising the building of the YWCA Hostel and a youth centre. The hostel, 

which was opened in 1966, provided safe accommodation and educational programs for the young 

women of Port Moresby and those seeking employment in the city. 

With the increasing indigenisation of the Public Service, Joy, supported by Elvie ‘Dot’ Gunther 

(1916-2005, ex RAAF, wife of John Gunther), initiated a ‘hostess training scheme’ for the wives of 

the men who had been chosen to take senior roles after Independence. Most of these women had 

minimal experience of life outside of their own villages and this course, held every Wednesday 

night at the YWCA Hostel, prepared them for the new socio-economic environment they were 

entering. The program was comprehensive, including personality and poise, cookery, health and 

nutrition, family planning, sewing and dressmaking, budgeting and banking, current affairs, and 

political education. 

After moving back to Australia in 1974, Joy became the manager (CEO) of the two Adelaide 

private hospitals that she and her husband had acquired. This was a demanding task successfully 

carried out. When in 1991 the Scraggs moved to their country property at Victor Harbor, Joy put the 

same energy into establishing a thriving cut flower business with a commercial plantation of six 

hectares of leucadendrons, Geraldton wax and proteas. Roy and Joy’s marriage has always been a 

mutually supportive partnership and they still live independently in their beach-side house in 

Adelaide, celebrating the 71st anniversary of their wedding in 2020. 
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At Roy's ninetieth birthday in 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER NEW GUINEA 

 
With the coming of Independence, Roy left New Guinea at the end of 1974 but maintained close 

contact with the country, following up his Buka, New Ireland and mainland studies, and generally 

being regarded as the ‘elder statesman’ of medicine in PNG – namba wan dokta. 

Returning to Australia, Roy was still only fifty years old, had kept up his clinical skills, was 

familiar with most branches of Medicine, was continuing with his longitudinal epidemiological 

surveys, and had wide connections in the medical world. His options were not limited. 

However, before leaving PNG, Roy had been offered and accepted the position of Director of 

the Adelaide Postgraduate Committee in Medicine of the University of Adelaide. In this position, 

by 1976, he had used his past experience to organise the incorporation of the South Australian 

Postgraduate Medical Education Association (SAPMEA) involving all S.A. medical entities and 

was appointed the Foundation Coordinator, serving until 1982. 

During this time Roy continued to be involved with all the associations, societies and colleges 

already mentioned, and was awarded life membership of the Australian Medical Association. Also, 

having been a member of the Rotary club of Port Moresby from 1958, then of Adelaide from 1974, 

Roy became a Paul Harris Fellow. 

As well as the aforementioned hospital ventures, the Scraggs acquired two properties on the 

Fleurieu Peninsula and Roy became a successful cattle breeder; living in Victor Harbor but 

continuing to work in general practice, including night locums, until the age of 80. It is difficult to 

comprehend how he had the time and energy to accomplish all that he did and still does in 2020. 

Thus Roy has not retired in the usual sense of that word, continuing to this day to travel, attend 

conferences, give talks, write, and to deal with voluminous correspondence. His knowledge is vast 

and his memory for detail prodigious. He is currently authoring a book on infective causes of 

human infertility throughout history. 
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SOURCES AND REFERENCES 

 
This article is based on a search of the internet, Dr Roy Scragg’s files and photographs that he 

kindly made available, and on personal conversations with him and his wife. Roy’s corrections and 

additions to the initial draft expanded the detail and accuracy of the essay. The author is extremely 

grateful for this input. The links below are merely a small but interesting sample of what can be 

found on the internet, let alone in non-digitised sources. 

 
Roy’s Parents 

https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=9AWD&highlight=Del%7C 

 

1936 successful scholar in Perth 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS. Successful Children. 

Article - The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954) Tuesday 24 November 1936 - Page 16... 

(Kalamunda); Scragg, Roy (Seventh Day Adventist, Leederville); Shem, Norma (Highgate); Slattery, Emily 

 
1939 in Hobart 

SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES The Intermediate Certificate 

Detailed Lists, Results, Guides - The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954) 

Monday 27 March 1939 - Page 3 ... (Commercial High, New Town)-3, 5, 7. », 25. Scragg, Roy Frederick 

Rhodes («.H.S.. Hobart)-1, 2, 5, C7, C8, C9 ... 1001 

 
Roy and TPNG – an excellent overview 

https://www.pngaa.net/Library/Scragg.htm 

 

1947 leaves for New Guinea 

DOCTOR LEAVING FOR NEW GUINEA 

Article - News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954) Saturday 16 August 1947 - Page 3 ... He will cover most of his 

territory by air. Dr. Scragg graduated from Adelaide University last 

 
1948 becomes engaged 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/43763084 

 

1949 on his first leave 

Island life "attractive" 

Article - News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954) Wednesday 7 December 1949 - Page 11 ... islands are attractive 

and he will be happy to return. Dr. Scragg said that ... Dr. Scragg, a non-smoker and non-drinker, said ... 

https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=9AWD&highlight=Del%7C
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/40979993
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/25616601
https://www.pngaa.net/Library/Scragg.htm
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/127067608
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/43763084
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/130769092
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1951 second son born 

WOMEN'S NEWS Informal sherry party 

Article - News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954) Tuesday 28 August 1951 - Page 14.cable yesterday from Dr. and 

Mrs. Roy Rhodes Scragg, of Kavieng, New Ireland, New Guinea, announcing the birth of their second son .. 

 
1951 Quarantine Officer 

Quarantine Ordinance 1931-1938 of the Territory of New Guinea. APPOINTMENT OF QUARANTINE 

OFFICERS. 

Government Gazette Appointments And Employment - Territory of Papua and New Guinea Government 

Gazette (1949 - 1971) Thursday 30 August 1951 - Page 326 

.. Salemann, Constantine Scragg, Roy Frederick Rhodes Sirko, Ivan Alexander Svirkleys, 

 

1951 promotion 

PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA. PROMOTIONS—SECTION 

26 AND REGULATION 19. 

Government Gazette Appointments And Employment - Territory of Papua and New Guinea Government 

Gazette (1949 - 1971) Thursday 20 December 1951 - Page 563 ... 776 20.12.51 DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH. May, Alexander Joseph .... White, Harold Newbon .... Scragg, Roy ... 

 
1962 TPNG medical problems as described by the newspaper of the Communist Party of Australia 

SHOCKING DEATH TOLL IN N.G. 

Article - Tribune (Sydney, NSW : 1939 - 1991) Wednesday 13 June 1962 - Page 5 

... assistance whatsoever in the villages, where (Dr. Scragg says) "the majority of mothers still prefer to have 

... exploitation in Papua-New Guinea. Live 35-40 years Dr. Scragg's article... 

 

1963 photo from: Stitches in Time: Two Centuries of Surgery in Papua New ... by David Watters 

(Google Books) 

Roy Scragg stands in the front row 

third from right at this District Medical 

Officers conference. In the centre and to 

Roy’s right is Sir Donald Cleland, the 

Administrator of TPNG. 

The book names the others and 

includes several references to Roy Scragg. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/130329307
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/249428183
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/249428183
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/249428496
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/249428496
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/236252361
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q&esrc=s&source=web&cd&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi279Oc-7bsAhVmxDgGHZrRBT0QFjADegQIARAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooks.google.com%2Fbooks%2Fabout%2FStitches_in_Time.html%3Fid%3DiUxOAAAAQBAJ&usg=AOvVaw2FYz-GkkLRxK5Y9dJiHoHy
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q&esrc=s&source=web&cd&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi279Oc-7bsAhVmxDgGHZrRBT0QFjADegQIARAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooks.google.com%2Fbooks%2Fabout%2FStitches_in_Time.html%3Fid%3DiUxOAAAAQBAJ&usg=AOvVaw2FYz-GkkLRxK5Y9dJiHoHy
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1978 cattle breeder 

South Devons take carcass award 

Article Illustrated - Victor Harbour Times (SA : 1932 - 1986) Thursday 2 February 1978 - Page 6 

... champion and reserve champion yearling classes ... South Devon breeder, Dr. Roy Scragg ... 

 

1983 MPH thesis 

Lemankoa_1920-1980_RFR Scragg.pdf (PDF, 3.79MB) 

ses.library.usyd.edu.au › bitstream › handle › Lemankoa_... 

PDF Buka and New Ireland by Scragg 1968 and 1969;... Trans. Roy Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 56: 60 -69. Scragg 

RFR (1955). 

 

1998 working as a GP 

Advertising 

Advertising - Times (Victor Harbor, SA : 1987 - 1999) Thursday 23 July 1998 - Page 33 

... Dr Roy Scragg will continue to practice at this surgery every ... 

 

2014 awarded a Doctorate of the University 

Citation: Dr Roy Scragg OBE Wednesday 17 September 2014 ... 

www.adelaide.edu.au › records › system › files › docs 

PDF Sep 17, 2014 - Citation: Dr Roy Scragg OBE. Wednesday 17 September 2014, 11.00am, Bonython Hall. 

Deputy Chancellor, I am pleased to present to you... 

 

 

A POSTSCRIPT 

 
I first met Dr Roy Scragg [in 1962, as a third year medical student] at what was then the new 

Wentworth Hotel in Sydney and he interviewed me in his incongruously small room. This bald, 

severe-looking man, appearing to be in his fifties, was in fact only 38 years old. When I saw him in 

2008, his appearance had changed but little, and his intellect was as sharp as ever when I 

conversed with him telephonically in 2013. 

In 1962 he sat on the narrow bed and I on the only chair, or it could have been the converse. We 

talked for about an hour. Dr Scragg told me about his time as a junior doctor in ‘The Territory’, 

some of the difficulties and adventures (he delivered his own son) and asked me about my 

aspirations and future plans. Ultimately he must have decided that I was good enough and in due 

course and after a medical examination, I received a formal letter of acceptance as a Cadet 

Medical Officer. (From ‘The Boy from the East’ 2015) 

P. K. January, 2021 
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