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ARE YOU  
ADEQUATELY COVERED?
TAKE THE ONE MINUTE TEST

AMA FINANCIAL SERVICES

Free call 1800 262 287 or visit  
amafinancialservices.com.au to learn more...

In preparing this information AMA Financial Services are not providing advice. It has been prepared 
without taking into account your personal objectives, financial situation or needs.  Accordingly it is 

important that you read the Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) of the actual provider carefully, and 
ensure that the PDS and the exclusions are appropriate  

for your business and personal needs.   

AMA Financial Services 
is an Authorised Representative of  
Consultum Financial Advisers Pty Ltd  
AFSL 230323   ABN 65 006 373 995

IF YOU ANSWERED ‘NO’ OR ‘UNSURE’ TO ANY OF 
THESE QUESTIONS, THEN GIVE US A CALL TODAY.

Is your current insurance, including those within your super fund 
enough to cover your debts such as mortgage and loans, and keep 
your family comfortable for the rest of their lives?

If there was a stroke/heart attack/cancer in your family, would  
you be able to afford a nanny to look after the children? 

If there was a major illness in your family, would you be able to cover 
your medical bills, medicines, and/or ongoing rehabilitation costs?

YES 
NO  
UNSURE

YES 
NO  
UNSURE

YES 
NO  
UNSURE

Supported by:

Leading neurosurgeon  
and medical historian

Donald Adrian Allen Simpson 
AO MD, MS FRCS, FRACS

1927-2018

DONALD Simpson invented 
Dinning’s Law, named for  
his colleague Trevor ‘Jim’ 

Dinning: “There is no operation that 
wouldn’t be better performed by  
a neurosurgeon.”

The occasion was a visit by Adelaide 
neurosurgeons to fellow neurosurgeon 
Leonard Lindon who had been given 
a hip replacement and was showing 
extensive bruising.

Jim had been a leader in the field of 
brain operations, meticulous in finding 
ways to avoid or minimise any bruising 
in that delicate organ.

Born on 18 April 1927 in Adelaide, 
Donald grew up in Adelaide’s 
industrialist and influential Simpson 
family, the youngest child to Allen  
and Janet.

He was just 12 when his father died 
after being paralysed and unable to 
speak for more than a year following  
a stroke. That experience is thought to 
have set Donald on the road  
to neurosurgery.

An outstanding student, he won 
the Tennyson Medal for English and 
completed medicine before going  
on to Oxford University in 1951, first  
to undertake neuroanatomical  
research and then to be trained  
as a neurosurgeon.

At Adelaide University, he had met 
Joanna Erlistoun Thompson, who 
became a cadet at the Department  
of External Affairs before being  
posted to Canada. On his way to 
Oxford, he visited her and proposed 
marriage. She insisted on completing 
her posting first and they married in 
London in 1952.

Joanna, who spoke many languages, 
and Donald were to have three children 

in a family known for its talent for 
languages. Joanna died in 2007.

They returned to Adelaide from  
Oxford in 1956 and Donald  
joined Jim Dinning at the Royal 
Adelaide Hospital.

He worked across Adelaide’s  
major hospitals and was director of 
paediatric neurosurgery at Adelaide 
Children’s Hospital from 1970. He 
improved surgical access for  
country hospitals and held a clinical 
academic appointment at the  
University of Adelaide.

In 1985, he decided to devote more 
time to head injury research and joined 
the NH&MRC Road Accident Research 
Unit as a senior research associate. 
His work led him to become a strong 
campaigner for the introduction of 
bicycle helmets.

An outstanding student, 
he won the Tennyson 
Medal for English and 
completed medicine 
before going on to 
Oxford University in 
1951, first to undertake 
neuroanatomical research 
and then to be trained as 
a neurosurgeon.

He headed up Australian and 
international neurosurgery groups  
and was recognised by his peers  
as well as being made a Member  
of the Order of Australia (AM) in  
1980, an Officer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) in 2004, and a Doctor of 
the University of Adelaide in 1985.

He came to attention on the 
international stage for his work on 
meningioma and its recurrence  
after surgery.

His grading system for surgical 
resection of meningiomas is still  
widely used.

He was at the forefront of many  
other developments in neurology. In 
1960, he and Jim Dinning inserted 
the first shunts in SA to treat 
hydrocephalus while his work on  
the links between folic acid  
deficiency and neural tube defects 
played a part in this major advance  
in neurosurgery.

He was among those SA doctors who 
worked in Vietnam during the war, and 
went on to help Vietnamese families 
settle in SA.

He helped found the Neurosurgical 
Research Foundation and, in his  
time as president, the foundation 
was able it to establish the first 
neurosurgical chair at the University  
of Adelaide.

Language was one of Donald’s 
interests – he spoke as most people 
would write and Joanna used to say 
you could hear every semi-colon –  
but history was a passion.

He became extensively involved  
in the history of his profession,  
taking a diploma in applied history  
in retirement.

He wrote on medical history, historic 
medical figures, and amassed a 
collection of historic brain-surgery 
implements such as trephines and skull 
saws before giving it the SA Medical 
Heritage Society.

Donald passed away on 22 May  
2018 and is survived by children  
Jane, Matthew, Kate and four 
grandchildren.

This obituary was first published in The 
Advertiser on 7 July 2018.




